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COMMUNICATION IN RESPONSE TO 
NOVEMBER 20, 2002 RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

This Communication is submitted in response to the November 20, 
2002 Office Action issued by the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office in connection with the above-identified 
application. A response to the November 20, 2002 Office Action 
is due December 20, 2002.' Accordingly, this Communication is 
being timely filed. 

In the Office Action, the Examiner restricted pending claims 1- 
25 and 33-47 to one of the following allegedly distinct 
inventions under 35 U.S.C. §121 as follows: 



Claims 1-25, drawn to isolated nucleic acids encoding 
IRTA1, IRTA2, IRTA3, IRTA4, and IRTA5, vectors and host 
cells thereof; 
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II. Claims 33-42, drawn to the purified proteins of the 
isolated nucleic acids of Group I ; and 

III. Claims 43-47, drawn to antibodies which bind to the 
proteins of Group II . 

In addition, the Examiner indicated that the following secondary 
election must be made, as the application allegedly contains 
claims to the following patentably distinct species of the 
claimed invention: IRTA1, IRTA2, IRTA3, IRTA4 and IRTA5 nucleic 
acids encoding respective protein species and antibodies which 
bind to these protein species. 

In response, applicant hereby elects with traverse Group I, 
claims 1-25, for prosecution at this time. Applicant also 
elects the species of IRTA2 nucleic acid for prosecution at this 
time. 

REMARKS 



Applicant, however, respectfully, requests that the Examiner 
reconsider and withdraw the restriction requirement. 
Under 35 U.S.C. §121, restriction may be required if two or more 
independent and distinct inventions are claimed in one 
application. 



The inventions of group I-III and the species IRTA1, IRTA2, 
IRTA3, IRTA4 and IRTA5 are not independent. Under M.P.E.P. 



